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  “Never lose an opportunity  
of urging a practical beginning,      
   however small,  
 for it is wonderful  
  how often in such matters  
the mustard seed germinates       
   and roots itself.”
— Florence Nightingale
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what’s abuzz
your source for what’s new and exciting at cedarville university
Academics are one thing, but even the 
hardest working student, if honest, needs some 
downtime. Enter — the Cedarville Experience.
With concerts, movies, and art exhibits,  
the Cedarville Experience has a wide variety  
of activities that everyone can enjoy. Many  
of these options existed before the Cedarville 
Experience was formed, but now they are 
grouped under one umbrella and a  
single mission.
“We are all about building community,  
not events or programs,” said Brian Burns ’95, 
associate dean of student life programs and 
director of the Cedarville Experience. “God 
designed us as relational beings, and that is 
what the Cedarville Experience encourages.”
■ Interruption
A concert series highlighting the 
musical talents of Cedarville students
Interruptions are held in The Hive, on 
the lawn outside the Stevens Student 
Center, and in the new Center for 
Biblical and Theological Studies.
■ Art in the Open
An opportunity for art and graphic 
design students and faculty to 
display their artistic creations
The University family and local 
community enjoy viewing artwork 
such as paintings, sculptures,  
pottery, and photography.
■ The Alternative
A weekend event that provides 
on-campus activities as an alternative 
to going out to dinner, a movie,  
or a coffee shop
Also known as The ALT, students 
donate the money they would have 
spent off campus to help a featured 
ministry or nonprofit organization.
■ Films That Matter
Intentionally chosen films that go 
beyond entertainment and address 
significant cultural issues
An optional 30-minute talk-back 
follows each film for students to 
discuss the positive and negative 
themes from a biblical perspective.
■ Concert series
Local, regional, and national  
artists performing for the  
University community
Previous concerts include Kutless, 
Jeremy Camp, Toby Mac, Building 
429, Sanctus Real, Steven Curtis 
Chapman, Unspoken, Third Day, 
Denver and the Mile High Orchestra, 
and the David Crowder Band.
■ night at the Movies
Bringing all types of movies to 
campus — complete series, new 
releases, old releases, and even 
pre-DVD releases
With free popcorn and a theater-
sized screen, these weekend movies 
are a great way to spend an evening  
with friends.
Experience Cedarville,  
  One Memory at a Time
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Authentic praise. A community gathering. Challenging speakers.
Some things never change. Meet a few of the guests who spoke in chapel during the past 
few months. Listen to archived chapel broadcasts at www.ThePath.fm.
Michael loftis (January 6–8, 2009)
President of ABWE
www.abwe.org
Hans Finzel (January 8, 2009)
President of WorldVenture
www.worldventure.com
Jim samra (January 14–15, 2009)
Senior Pastor of Calvary Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan
www.calvary-church.net
Bill Rudd (January 21–22, 2009)
University Trustee and Senior Pastor of  
Calvary Church, Fruitport, Michigan
www.calvarymuskegon.com
Michael Wittmer ’89 (February 3–4, 2009)
Professor at Grand Rapids Theological Seminary
www.grts.cornerstone.edu
Os guinness (February 9–10, 2009)
Author, Speaker, and Co-founder of the Trinity Forum
www.osguinness.com
James grier (February 17–18, 2009)
Distinguished Professor at Grand Rapids Theological Seminary
www.grts.cornerstone.edu
Jeff Willetts ’82 (February 26, 2009)
Senior Pastor of Calvary Baptist Church, Bellefontaine, Ohio
www.calvarybellefontaine.org
Rebecca McDonald (March 11, 2009) 
President of Women at Risk International
www.warinternational.com
Don lough, Jr. ’87 (March 17, 2009)




Electronic Bible commentaries may not be the 
newest item on the market, but only one version 
carries the authorship of a Cedarville professor.
Known for his skill at igniting a passion for 
God’s Word in his students, Dr. Robert Gromacki, 
distinguished professor of Bible, has extended  
his influence even further through his new seven-
volume Expository Series from Logos Bible 
Software. And for a limited time, the program is 
available at a discounted pre-publication price.
In this series, Dr. Gromacki uses biblical 
expertise and pastoral discernment to present the 
meaning of the Epistles in a clear, straightforward 
manner. The non-technical vocabulary and smooth 
transitions make the program ideal for pastors and 
teachers, and the footnotes contain Greek material 
and technical information for advanced students 
and scholars. The material is perfect for preparing 
sermons, Bible studies, and Sunday school lessons. 
Features of the electronic commentaries include 
advanced searching benefits, hyperlinks to 
Scripture, and other tools that make studying 
God’s Word richer and more rewarding. Each 
chapter concludes with discussion questions to 
stimulate personal inquiry and to demonstrate  
the relevance of God’s truth for today.
The discount price for Dr. Gromacki’s 
Expository Series will expire soon. Learn more 
and save by visiting www.logos.com/gromacki.
Dr. gromacki’s electronic 
commentaries offer software 
features that make studying 
the Bible more rewarding.
Clicking Through a Bible Commentary
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student stats
Over the past several years, Cedarville has made great 
progress in expanding its ministry to reflect God’s Kingdom 
— a campus where people of all backgrounds can share 
together in education, service, art, and worship. As a result, 
Cedarville students represent a wider demographic range, 
specifically within ethnic and cultural groups.
To provide greater service to these growing sectors  
of the student body, Carmille Akande joined the student 
life division in November 2008 as associate dean for 
multicultural and special programs. She works primarily 
with minority, international, married, and non-traditional 
students, as well as those who face unique physical needs 
or challenges. Her role extends Cedarville’s goal of giving 
all students a positive campus experience as they learn  
and grow together in faith, life, and love.
The entire student body benefits from this focus as 
students have increased opportunities to interact with and 
understand people of diverse backgrounds and cultures. 
“Cedarville’s emphasis on diversity is about making our 
campus more like God’s Kingdom,” explained Dr. Carl 
Ruby, vice president for student life. “It’s not based on our 
desire to be politically correct but rather on our passion to 
become biblically correct followers of Christ.”
Minority students make up 6.17% of the student  
body, almost double the percentage since 1998.
Sections of Cedarville’s website are now available  
in Spanish (www.cedarville.edu/spanish). 
Cedarville offers eight grants and  
scholarships for minority students.
Cultural Celebration Week highlights  
students, ministries, and organizations that  
contribute to campus diversity. 
Six student organizations are dedicated to increasing 




















































Cooking Up Money  
for Students
Would you like to try Dr. Paul Dixon’s favorite 
pie? Or perhaps you would be interested in Beth 
Cram Porter’s recipe for taco soup. These recipes 
— and hundreds more — are available in CU in  
the Kitchen, a cookbook recently compiled by  
Women for Scholarship.
Full of favorite recipes from alumni and friends  
of Cedarville, the cookbook helps raise money  
for students. Each copy is available for only $13,  
and all proceeds go toward scholarships. Contact  
Ruth (Hussey) Hess ’67 at hessr@cedarville.edu to 
purchase a copy. To learn more about Women for 
Scholarship, an organization that raises money for 
Cedarville students, visit www.cedarville.edu/wfs.
Cedarville encourages Diversity
How much has diversity  
increased on campus?
For more events and information,  
visit www.cedarville.edu/events.  



















































In the classic movie Mr. Smith 
Goes to Washington, a small-town  
hero takes a significant and solid stand 
for the truth in the nation’s capital. 
Cedarville believes its students can do 
the same thing — which has inspired 
the University’s first semester program 
in Washington, D.C.
The 16-credit-hour D.C. Semester 
will help students gain an insider’s 
perspective on American politics  
and government. “This is a great 
opportunity to prepare students  
for a career in public service,” said  
Dr. Mark Caleb Smith, director of the 
D.C. Semester and assistant professor 
of political science. “They will begin to 
network with employers, develop 
relationships with alumni in the area, 
and gain unique work experience.”
Participants will expand skills and 
knowledge through on-site lectures 
led by Cedarville faculty, as well as 
internship opportunities designed  
to benefit students of all majors.
This venture is provided in 
partnership with the University’s 
Center for Political Studies. 
Established in 2004, the center  
seeks to articulate a biblical view  
of government through the study  
of politics, law, history, and public 
policy and to engage and influence 
American political culture.
In Cedarville’s first semester program in D.C.,  
Dr. Mark Caleb Smith will lead students on a  
life-changing journey of learning and service.
Dr. smith goes to Washington
www.cedarville.edu/dcsemester
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Mentoring Future Police Chiefs
In March, black law enforcement executives came to Cedarville for training offered in conjunction with  
the National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives (NOBLE). The University co-sponsored  
this week-long session as part of NOBLE’s two-year program to mentor potential law enforcement  
chief executive officers in reaching their goal of becoming police chiefs. Unique from other mentoring 
programs, NOBLE provides a Christ-centered perspective and integrates the relevancy of the Gospel  
into the lessons.
Along with other University faculty and current police chiefs, Patrick Oliver, director of the criminal 
justice program, provided instruction to the attendees. “The success of this program has exceeded our 
expectations,” said Patrick. “Police chiefs should understand their role as ministers of justice who are 
ultimately accountable to God.”
yellow jacket sports
An exciting new era in Cedarville athletics is on the 
horizon. The Yellow Jackets athletic program is applying  
to the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) 
with the hopes of becoming a Division II member.  
The transition, which takes three years to complete,  
was recently approved by the board of trustees.
Cedarville President Dr. Bill Brown is among those 
who believe the time is right for Cedarville to pursue 
NCAA membership. “It’s a natural step for us to be aligned 
with such a nationally known organization,” he said. “We 
see it as a progressive move for our athletic program.”
Currently, Cedarville is a charter member in good standing with 
the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) and the 
only remaining charter member of the American Mideast Conference.
Joining the NCAA would affect not only national affiliation but 
also conference affiliation. Although this change is momentous, it is 
not a new consideration for Cedarville. The University has studied  
the NCAA option three other times in the past 25 years, and the 
athletic department and University administration agree that now  
is the right time to pursue this opportunity.
“There is no argument that the move strengthens the perception 
of Yellow Jacket athletics simply by taking on the NCAA brand,” 
remarked Athletic Director Dr. Alan Geist ’83. “Will we be able to  
play at the same level of success that we’ve enjoyed in the NAIA? 
That’s a question that remains to be answered.”
Alan continued, “We also have the desire to help create an Ohio-
based NCAA Division II conference. It would help us redevelop  
and strengthen traditional rivalries that we’ve had under the  
NAIA banner.”
Currently, only three schools in the state of Ohio are full-fledged 
NCAA Division II members. However, five others are either in the 
process of pursuing membership or have announced their intention  
to apply.
The timeline requires the University to apply for membership  
to the NCAA by June 1, 2009. It will be notified in July if it has been 
accepted. If so, Cedarville will begin a compliance period resulting  
in full NCAA membership within three years. In the meantime,  
the Yellow Jackets plan to remain NAIA members through the  
2010–11 academic year.




























Academic Camps: Music, 
Criminal Justice, and Social Work
15–19
Academic Camps: Premed, 
Worship, and Art and Design
22–26
Academic Camps: Forensic 





Midwest Chinese Christian 
Association Summer Retreat
6–10






For more events and information,  
visit www.cedarville.edu/events.  
(All dates are subject to change.)
“ We want to prepare them for the ever-changing 
climate of worship, while grounding them in the 
never-changing truth of God’s Word.”
New Major Sets Tempo for Worship
Equipping students for lifelong leadership 
and service means preparing them to be 
leaders in local churches. For some students, 
this may require leading worship. With that  
in mind, the board of trustees approved the 
formation of the Bachelor of Arts degree in 
worship, which began in fall 2008.
“The field of worship is gaining attention 
in many churches,” said Dr. Roger O’Neel, 
associate professor of church music, who 
proposed the major. “Those who are now 
called on to lead worship must be prepared  
to serve as ‘producers’ of sound, media,  
and drama.”
In this new program, faculty members 
outfit worship students with the skills and 
knowledge they will need to minister 
effectively in various settings, creating the 
major as an interdisciplinary study of music, 
worship, and theology. Upon completing the 
major, students will be able to articulate a 
theology of worship based on sound biblical 
principles and valid biblical interpretation.
Addressing the varied skill set needed,  
the major builds on the required Bible minor 
by including additional Bible courses specific 
to the field of worship. Along with music 
classes, students learn to incorporate field-
related technologies in worship. They also  
gain practical experience by leading worship  
in Cedarville’s own chapel services, as well  
as through field experiences and internships  
at local churches.
“We want to train worship leaders — not 
only musically but also theologically,” said 
Beth Cram Porter, chair of the department of 
music, art, and worship. “We want to prepare 
them for the ever-changing climate of worship, 
while grounding them in the never-changing 
truth of God’s Word.”
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Gretchen Kurt Connor Jenni Toby Beth Katie Jay Michele
William Joyce Sophie Heather Allison Anna Alison Marisa
Caleb Sienna Bob Joan Doug Lynette Ken Cindy Beth Matt
Kristen Blake Richard Dee Reese Grant Blair Peggy Dana
Doug Julie Betsy Andy Laurie Kevin Brie Helen Sam Louise
What’s in a Name? Do you know outstanding 
students who should consider Cedarville? They can  
still apply for fall 2009! Submit recommendations at 
www.cedarville.edu/names. If you give us at least 
three names, we’ll send you a free T-shirt!
what’s abuzz
Celebrating 1809
At first glance, 1809 may not seem  
like a particularly momentous year. But as 
Cedarville’s school of humanities sought to 
demonstrate, the campus had much reason  
to celebrate.
Dr. Steve Winteregg, dean of the school, 
explained, “The 1809 Celebration highlighted 
the 200th anniversary of the birth year of 
people who had an important effect on human 
history and culture, such as Abraham Lincoln, 
Felix Mendelssohn, and Edgar Allan Poe.”
To commemorate these individuals and 
other aspects of the era, a series of events  
was planned during the last week of January. 
The debate team paid tribute to Abraham 
Lincoln and Frederick Douglas by employing 
the Lincoln-Douglas debate format for an 
on-campus discussion of current events.  
In a public concert, the music department 
performed Mendelssohn’s Elijah, featuring 
guest conductor Peter Stafford Wilson.  
And literature by Poe was presented at a  







































Alumna Leads Enrollment Efforts
Janice (Warren) Supplee ’86 has 
been appointed as Cedarville’s vice 
president for enrollment management 
and marketing. Since returning to 
Cedarville in 1995, she has held 
leadership positions in admissions, 
external relations, and marketing  
and most recently served as associate 
vice president for marketing.
Her experience includes 22  
years in the areas of communication, 
marketing, enrollment management, 
and university relations. She holds an 
M.B.A. in marketing from Wright State 
University in Dayton, Ohio, and a B.A. 
in communication from Cedarville.
“Having worked closely with Janice 
the last several years,” said Dr. Bill 
Brown, Cedarville president, “I’m 
excited to watch her leadership and 
marketing skills strengthen Cedarville  
as she steps into this position.”
Under her leadership, the 
enrollment management and marketing 
team will continue its focus on strong 
enrollments, increased affordability,  
and clear communication. Despite  
an uncertain economy, Cedarville’s 
application volume for 2009–10 
continues to track close to last year’s 
record. The University’s commitment  
to affordability is demonstrated by a  
100 percent growth in financial aid over 
the past five years.
“We are trusting God for His 
continued blessing on Cedarville,” 
Janice said. “Every year He leads 
outstanding students our way. Alumni 
and friends help to make that happen  
by spreading the word about what God 
is doing here. We, as faculty and staff,  
are then privileged to invest in those 
students’ lives and equip them for 
lifelong leadership and service.”
“ We are trusting God for 
His continued blessing 
on Cedarville. Every year 
He leads outstanding 
students our way. Alumni 
and friends help to  
make that happen by 
spreading the word 
about what God is  
doing here.”
Make plans now to sail away  
with Royal Caribbean on the 
Grandeur of the Seas,  
February 11–15, 2010!
Join alumni and friends 
over Valentine’s Day and 
Presidents Day for a 
four-night cruise to 
Cozumel, Mexico.  
Enjoy the fresh breezes, 
warm weather, and long weekend as 
you kick back with your friends and family 
on a tropical get-away. Cedarville  
President Dr. Bill Brown and his wife,  
Lynne, will be there, too!
Relax! Rooms start at only $479 per person!
Early Bird Registration: $20 discount per cabin  
on all deposits* made by August 8, 2009
Final Registration: $200 deposits* received by 
December 12, 2009




Join the Friends for Life Cruise on February 11-15, 2010.
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overheard
Your college years wouldn’t be the same without  
a few uncomfortable moments that brought 
blushing cheeks, sheepish grins, and the longing  
to run and hide. At least those awkward times 
provided some comic relief!
As an elementary education major, I was heading to a local school one  
morning for field experience. Suddenly, I noticed my shoes were making 
funny sounds. Looking down, I realized I was going to school wearing  
two different types of shoes!
CyNTHiA “TiA” (REED) REilly ’85, HARRiSBURG, PENNSylvANiA
I contracted poison ivy during the first week of my freshman year. I had 
a rash all over my body, and since it covered my face and was in my eyes, I 
had to wear my outdated glasses instead of my contacts. Clearly, it wasn’t  
a great way to make an impression.
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During my freshman year, I was wearing a new outfit and 
hoping no one would notice that the hemline was probably 
too short. Halfway across campus, I tripped and fell directly 
in front of Dean McIntosh and a faculty member, my music 
pages going in all directions. Thankfully, they helped pick  
up my music — and the hemline went unnoticed.
JEANNE (RiSKO) SPENCER ’69, CiNCiNNATi, OHiO
I spent the first night of my freshman year in a dorm room  
alone, since my roommate — whom I had never met or talked 
to — hadn’t arrived yet. After taking a shower the next 
morning, I walked into the room wearing just my towel. 
And that’s how I met him and his family for the first time.  
With one hand firmly gripping the towel around my waist, I 
shook hands with his mom, dad, and little sisters. I’m sure  
I made a great impression on everybody!
STEvE DEATON ’95, KETTERiNG, OHiO
While talking with friends in Faith Hall’s co-ed lounge, I was 
sitting cross-legged on a coffee table. As I was laughing 
about something, I leaned back, fell off the table, and 
landed in a most undignified heap on the floor. One of the 
people who witnessed this disgrace is now my husband, and 
he still likes to remind me about it.
JOANNA (BUPP) lAMB ’03, HyATTSvillE, MARylAND
During the first week of school, I passed out during Old 
Testament Survey class, and an ambulance came to take  
me to the health center. From then on, people knew me  
as “the girl who passed out in OT.”
DEBBiE WiTT ’82, CHERRy Hill, NEW JERSEy
During my first 
few days on 
campus, other 
transfer students 
and I went to 
Mom and Dad’s 
Dairy Bar in a 
University van. 
But my seat belt 
got stuck, and  
I couldn’t get  
out! Everyone 
else climbed out  
and had to call 
campus safety  
for help.
DAviD STAAB ’05, KNOxvillE, TENNESSEE
Question for the next issue:
What was your favorite practical joke at college?
Send your answer to Alumni Relations, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314, or e-mail alumni@cedarville.edu. 
Selected responses will be printed in the summer issue of Inspire. The alumnus who submits our favorite 
answer will receive a Cedarville sweatshirt! Deadline for entries is May 15, 2009.
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Shepherds College is a three-year, postsecondary 
educational institution designed to help students with 
developmental disabilities transition from high school 
to work and from home to independent living.
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During Shepherds Ministries’ 45th anniversary, my wife, Nancy (Ross) ’73, 
and I found ourselves flat on our faces before the Lord. Our ministry, located in 
Union Grove, Wisconsin, started in a local church to provide care for children  
with developmental disabilities. But now, our clients were aging, something that 
hadn’t been on the radar of those who began this great ministry. And the gap 
between the rising cost of care and the increasing inability of parents to pay was 
advancing faster than the generous giving from individuals and churches.
How could we continue? What was God leading us to do?
I called together our board of directors and executive team for a visioning 
summit. In those days of prayer and discussion, we took stock of our current 
ministry and laid out a vision for the future. In this process, we discovered an 
opportunity. A gap had emerged among the age groups in our ministry. All of  
our applicants and current clients were in their 30s, 40s, and beyond. Where  
were the 20-somethings?
To answer this question, Shepherds launched a national study. The results 
confirmed that there was not only a gap in services but also a gaping hole in  
meeting the transitional needs of 20-somethings. Many of these young people  
were failing at their first job and ending up at home on the couch, without 
motivation or hope for the future. The waiting lists for additional services were  
up to 10 years long.
Because of this hole in services, we realized we had a tremendous opportunity. 
And so we launched a bold new initiative: Shepherds College. This postsecondary 
school equips students with developmental disabilities to successfully transition from 
school to work and from home to independent living. Shepherds College offers a 











pE “ All of our 
applicants and 
current clients 
were in their 30s, 
40s, and beyond. 
Where were the 
20-somethings?”
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Our students experience the full breadth of a college program, including apartment-style living, 
student life, life skills development, and spiritual growth. This is college as it was meant to be, in an 
environment that meets the students’ unique needs:
•  Life Skills Training 
Through functional academics, students grow in their daily living abilities while also developing 
the necessary social, emotional, and mobility skills. The courses prepare them to succeed in  
the workplace and to cultivate meaningful and healthy relationships.
•  Specialty Majors 
Initially, Shepherds College is offering two areas of study — culinary arts and horticulture. 
Culinary arts majors learn to work in a variety of food service occupations, from fast food  
to catering. They study culinary skills, institutional cooking, food preparation, sanitation,  
and nutrition. Those with a green thumb may enroll in horticulture, learning floral design, 
landscaping, nursery and garden operations, equipment maintenance, greenhouse plant 
production, and work safety precaution.
•  Spiritual Formation 
We believe that students moving toward independence are best prepared when they have a  
strong spiritual foundation. Shepherds College provides ample opportunity for them to discover 
God’s specific purpose for their lives. In addition to biblical teaching in the classroom, students 
benefit from weekly chapel services and meetings with a spiritual mentor.
•  Life Coaches 
The life coach component of Shepherds College enlists volunteer “shepherds” from local 
churches to support our alumni when they graduate into the workplace and community.
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Our first class of Shepherds College students arrived on campus 
last August for orientation. As they settled into their apartments in 
Clark Hall, they met their roommates as well as staff, faculty, and a 
number of our current residents. We enjoyed a picnic on Saturday, 
and parents said goodbye to their kids on Sunday — some separated 
for the first time ever! Classes began at 9 a.m. on Monday, but our 
first eager students were at their desks, ready to go, by 8:30.
As we look ahead, our long-term commitment includes 
accreditation from the North Central Association of Colleges and 
Schools. Accreditation will heighten the profile of our education and 
hold us accountable for our staff and course offerings, while also 
providing more opportunity for parents to receive loans and grants.
The future is bright for Shepherds College. Nancy and I are so 
thankful that God has given us the opportunity to oversee a ministry 
that helps these precious students reach their God-given potential.
Shepherds College is currently accepting applications for the next school year.  
For more information, visit www.shepherdsministries.org.
Dr. Bill Amstutz ’71 serves as president of Shepherds Ministries in Union Grove, 
Wisconsin. He received a master’s degree from Grand Rapids Theological Seminary 
and a Doctor of Ministry degree from Biblical Theological Seminary in Hatfield, 
Pennsylvania. Bill and his wife, Nancy (Ross) ’73, have three grown children,  






Find Security in a Gift Annuity 
If you are like many wondering about the economic road ahead, consider 
the security of a charitable gift annuity. By creating a gift annuity, you not 
only provide fixed income for yourself but also benefit from a charitable tax 
deduction this year.









pE “ We believe  
that students  
moving toward 
independence are 
best prepared when 
they have a strong 
spiritual foundation.”
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F by Sharyn KopfLooking back, all the pieces of the puzzle that would make up Dr. Deforia Lane’s career were there — her love of music, her compassion, 
and, above all, her faith. But for this Cedarville 
University trustee, it took several years, and some 
fairly significant events, for the picture of God’s 
will for her life to come together.
After Deforia graduated from the University 
of Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music  
with a degree in vocal performance, she was 
invited to attend the Curtis Institute of Music  
in Philadelphia. Similar to Juilliard, this invitation 
offered her an extraordinary opportunity. And she 
thought her dreams were coming true.
“I auditioned with people who were brilliant,” 
she said. “I felt dwarfed when I got there — a 
little fish in a big sea.” Though she was accepted, 
Deforia continued to feel out of her league … and 
was asked not to return. The school expected its 
students to have more vocal technique than she 
possessed and recommended she get that 
experience elsewhere.
Needless to say, she was devastated. “What 
was I going to do? Did I want too much?” she 
asked. God answered: “I’ll show you.” So Deforia 
returned to the University of Cincinnati to 
continue working on her master’s degree.
A New Dream
Within a year, her life was heading in a 
different direction. She married Ernest, gave  
birth to their first son, and settled into her role  
as a stay-at-home wife and mother. But five years 
later, she decided to go back to Cleveland State 
University to again study voice.
“That’s where I first heard of music therapy,” 
she said. “I felt the Lord say, ‘This is what I want 
you to do. You will express Me in this profession.’ ”
Deforia resonated with the way music therapy 
combined the beauty of music with her desire to 
inding a Song, Living a Dream
nurture people. After graduation, she started 
working with developmentally disabled children. 
“I knew what I could do to help each child 
communicate using rhythm and sound and 
instruments,” she explained. “My mind started 
exploding with ideas of how to use music  
to increase their social, emotional, and  
physical skills.”
More Changes
For the next seven years, Deforia continued 
her work with children through music therapy. 
But then a new puzzle piece fell into place —  
one she had not anticipated. She was diagnosed 
with breast cancer and had a modified radical 
mastectomy followed by oral chemotherapy.  
Only 10 months later, a recurrence in the chest 
wall meant a second surgery and six more weeks 
of radiation.
To cope with the disease, she joined a support 
group. “I was put into a circumstance where  
I needed to be with people on the same roller 
coaster of emotion,” she said. “All the things  
that flooded my head were flooding theirs as  
well. I found hope and understanding.”
As a result of the relationships she built at  
the hospital, Deforia began volunteering at the 
University Hospitals Ireland Cancer Center, 
introducing music therapy to their program.  
Just six months later, they hired her as a full- 
time employee. “It gave me another chance to  
use where I am and what I do to reach my own 
community,” she said.
She extended her influence further when,  
in 1999, the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Cleveland invited her to start a 
program working with preschoolers and their 
mothers. They wanted to use music to model 
proper parenting skills, mostly to moms at risk  
of losing their children. Teaching the youngsters 
socialization and literacy, the program, called 
Toddler Rock, now has 11 music therapists 
working with 200 kids, ages 3 to 5.
“We’ve seen very positive changes,” said 
Deforia. “The students are better at following 
directions, taking turns, singing together, and 
playing.” As a result of this success, Toddler  
Rock received the 2007 Coming Up Taller Award 
from the Presidential Committee on Arts and 
Humanities and was designated one of the  
top 50 children’s programs in the country.
The Song Goes On
In 2005, Deforia joined two other African 
American women to form Sing, Sister, Sing. As 
cancer survivors, the women tell their stories and 
share the songs that encouraged them through 
their journey. By interweaving information within 
the drama, the 20-minute program also dispels 
some of the myths about cancer.
“Our purpose is to educate inner-city  
African American women about the importance  
of mammograms and self-examination,” said 
Deforia. “We’ve reached more than 500 women, 
and we want to keep the ministry going.” The 
program has even spread outside of Cleveland. 
She sees it as a wonderful combination of spiritual 
encouragement and physical strengthening, as 
well as another chance to minister to women at 
their best ... and at their worst.
The Big Picture
Eight years ago, Deforia found another piece 
of the puzzle when she was named a University 
trustee. She has enjoyed growing in partnership 
with Cedarville ever since. “It’s an idyllic place,” 
she said. “I believe I’ve gained more than I’ve 
contributed. The Lord has repeatedly shown  
me that His hand is on this University.”
Deforia cherishes the relationships she  
has fostered with Cedarville’s administration, 
faculty, and, in particular, students. The latter feel 
comfortable calling her on the phone, and some 
have even visited her in Cleveland to observe  
her work there. As a result, several students have 
become music therapists. She has also spoken  
in chapel three times, which she refers to as  
a “thrilling and nerve-racking experience.”
Throughout her life, Deforia has learned  
that God may not be predictable, but He is 
faithful. “Years ago,” she said, “I asked God if  
He could use me to do something great for  
Him. But after I graduated with my music 
degree, I was impatient and wanted to accomplish 
something right away. Then He led me to music 
therapy ... and the path He has put me on has 
been beyond my wildest dreams.”
Dr. Deforia Lane serves as director of music therapy at the 
University Hospitals Ireland Cancer Center. She is also  
a spokesperson for the American Cancer Society and has 
been consulted on projects for Sesame Street, the Special 
Olympics, and the Mayo Clinic. In addition, her work has 
been highlighted by CNN, ABC, and NBC. She also serves on 
Cedarville’s board of trustees. She and her husband, Ernest, 
have two sons, Martin and Curtis, and a 2-year-old grandson 
named Moses. You may contact her at deforialane@usa.net.
Sharyn Kopf enjoys her role as senior writer for the  
public relations department at Cedarville. She has worked 
previously as a newspaper reporter and spent more than 
seven years as an award-winning radio writer for Focus on 
the Family. You may contact her at skopf@cedarville.edu.
D eforia 
resonated with 
the way music 
therapy combined 
the beauty  
of music with  
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“ Wouldn’t It Be Loverly?”
by Cedarville student Denise Serna ’11, as told to Sharyn Kopf and Corwin Briscoe ’11
       From a Greyhound bus in Texas to the  
 set of My Fair Lady, this Cedarville student  
    is learning to trust God and dream big.
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I had no idea what to expect. After all, I’d never been to camp before, so I was 
curious to see what it was all about. The one I chose, through the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes, had spots available, and I signed up — even though I wasn’t  
a Christian and I didn’t like sports. But it was amazing! That week, I heard the 
Gospel and trusted Christ as my Savior.
That camp experience changed my direction. Though I’d always dreamed of 
going to Juilliard to study theatre, I turned my attention to Christian colleges 
because I wanted to grow more and serve God. I initially considered the Christian 
school near my home in San Juan, Texas; but it wasn’t accredited.
During my junior year of high school, I was flipping through an issue of 
Campus Life magazine when I saw an ad for Cedarville University, which, 
fortunately, had a theatre program. I was considering other schools at the time,  
but God kept placing Cedarville in front of me. My parents weren’t thrilled at  
the prospect because they didn’t like the idea of my being that far from home. 
Eventually, though, they gave their OK. I think they could see I was passionate 
about what I do and about my faith.
God is interesting. Every time I would start to doubt — whether to choose 
Cedarville or how I would pay for it or whatever — He would make something 
awesome happen. One day I was looking at the cost of tuition, and I just started 
crying. It seemed so impossible, and I was afraid I wouldn’t be able to go. But 
when my parents came home, they handed me a letter from Cedarville. I’d gotten  
a scholarship! I was blown away by God’s perfect timing.
“Get Me to the ‘School’ on Time”
Cedarville accepted me in September of my senior year, and I was determined 
to attend. God continued to prove it was the school for me, and I knew that 
somehow, someway, I would arrive in Ohio by August.
When the time came to head east, we didn’t have the money to buy a plane 
ticket, and I couldn’t drive because my car wasn’t in good enough shape. Even if  
it had been, I couldn’t afford the gas. My only option was to travel by bus. So, I 
jammed my entire life into three duffel bags and boarded a Greyhound.
It was terrifying! I’d never traveled across the country by myself before, and 
though the bus is fine for short trips, it leaves something to be desired on those 
long hauls. Still, I knew God was with me, and I made it to Cedarville safely. My 
luggage, however, didn’t. All I had were a bag of shoes, a toothbrush, and my Bible.
From the moment I stepped on campus, I knew I was in the right place. 
Everyone was helpful. My roommate and her parents let me stay in their  
hotel room with them. When the University found out I had nothing, they sent 
Debby (Zaller) Stephens ’78 and Jen Castellani ’02 to take me shopping. They 
bought me clothes, school supplies, bathroom stuff, and bedding. Not only that, 
but a post office worker gave me some of her daughter’s clothes, and the bookstore 
sent some T-shirts. Fortunately, my bags showed up a week and a half later. 
Through it all, God was working, and I’m still amazed at how He provided.
“Just You Wait”
I was thankful for all God had done, but by Christmas, I was really homesick. 
Leaving Texas was a big deal because I live in such a family-oriented culture. And it 
is so cold in Ohio! Since I had been considering the University of Texas at Austin 
for grad school, it started to make sense to transfer there. I filled out an application 
and kept praying, yet I knew what God would say.
The night before leaving for Christmas break, I talked to a friend from home.  
I realized why I really wanted to leave Cedarville: I was afraid of failing. Since I 
hadn’t been cast in any plays, I had started doubting 
myself. I felt that if I were back in Texas I would be 
acting, because that’s how things had been in high 
school. I soon realized that was a terrible reason to  
give up on something!
“A Hymn to Him”
Knowing God would work everything for good, I 
got back on track by immersing myself in the theatre 
program. I accepted a job with the scene shop, which 
was amazing because I now get paid to do something  
I love. Every time I work, I learn something new.
It’s funny, but in high school I didn’t do much 
behind the scenes because I was on stage. Last year  
I wasn’t on stage at all, but I learned a lot. Serving as 
stage manager for a senior theatre project, building 
sets, and even being on the props crew showed me 
things I didn’t know I could do. It made me recognize 
the importance of being as well-rounded as possible. 
Now I don’t just want to get my feet wet — I want to 
get my knees wet.
I’ve been at Cedarville for almost two years  
now, and I’m still learning. Last fall I was cast in a 
senior theatre project called Identity Crisis, which 
explored the attributes of God and how we find our 
identity in Him. I also was the dramaturg for Alpha Psi 
Omega’s production of Flowers for Algernon. And this 
February I played Eliza’s landlady, Mrs. Hopkins, in 
My Fair Lady.
This girl who dreamt of going to Juilliard now sees 
God’s plan in a different light. I went to camp because 
He led me there, and I’m at Cedarville because He 
wanted me here. He has blessed me, and I’ve learned 
more at Cedarville than I ever could have imagined.  
I can’t wait to see what God will do next!
Denise Serna ’11 looks forward to participating in future 
productions at Cedarville before graduating with her degree in 
theatre. You may contact her at deniseserna@cedarville.edu.
In February, Denise Serna ’11 played Eliza’s landlady, Mrs. Hopkins,  
in Cedarville’s production of My Fair Lady.
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During a recent roundtable interview, Earl Shaffer ’77, 
Jason Malone ’98, Scott Lehr ’00, and Michael Boehm ’00 
spoke candidly about their passion to sow churches in 
their communities. Enjoy these pastors’ perspectives 
as they share their stories and experiences.
compiled by Kara (Niemotka) Gibbs ’96
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overheard
Tilling the Ground
When did you know the Lord was  
calling you to do this?
■ Earl: In hindsight, I was predestined for it. I came to know the Lord one year before  
I arrived at Cedarville. I first heard the Gospel from a church planter, Dr. James T. Jeremiah.  
My home church pastor was a church planter. And I attended Southgate Baptist Church  
in Springfield, Ohio, as a student, where Dr. Joe Stowell ’66 was the church planter. I look 
back and realize I didn’t have a chance!
■ Jason: Every time I prayed about it, God brought the same song on the radio — “Voice  
of Truth” by Casting Crowns. It’s about having enough faith to get out of the boat and walk  
on water. One day, when talking to a friend about ministry, I said, “I think God is telling me 
to plant churches, but the way He is telling me is odd.” Then he asked if I was hearing from 
God through that very same Casting Crowns song!
■ Scott: I was challenged in seminary to plant churches. Around 2004, I committed to do  
it through Fellowship Bible Church in Little Rock, Arkansas. Their church philosophy was 
attractive to me. We met with them, and I did a residency there for one year.
■ Michael: It was a process that began in the summer of 2003 with a God-appointed 
situation. A young man named Chris showed up on the doorstep of the church building.  
As I talked with him, I learned that he was very spiritual but didn’t claim Jesus as his own. 
Our conversation caused me to evaluate where I was in my ministry and church. I met with 
another pastor and said, “Call me crazy, but what if we started a church to reach the Chris’s  
of this world?” We prayed about it and looked into a church plant organization.
What was your vision for a church plant?
■ Earl: America has the largest English-speaking 
unreached population in the world. My church appeals  
to drug dealers, alcoholics, and people coming out  
of homosexual lifestyles. For unchurched people, there 
are handicaps and barriers we put up that we don’t 
realize. My vision was to multiply new churches.
■ Jason: Actually, it was never about planting a church. 
The questions I wrestled with were “What does God 
want? What is He up to?” He’s calling people to Himself 
and redeeming them. He wants everyone to hear  
the Gospel. To me, church planting is a vehicle to 
accomplish God’s vision.
■ Scott: When I graduated, I felt like God had called me 
to preach the Gospel but not at a huge church. Then, in 
seminary, He showed me His love for the local church. 
Planting came from the idea of wanting to do church the 
way Jesus wants us to. We are calling believers to trust 
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“ The brilliance of the Gospel 
is that it goes everywhere 
God wants it to go.”
■ Michael: When we first started, the goal was to reach the 
postmodern and emerging generations. But as our church 
started taking shape, we realized that it wasn’t just the 
younger generation looking for something real. People of 
all age groups want to connect with what God is doing.
Did you have specific areas of ministry in mind?
■ Earl: We chose the state of Ohio because we saw a large 
percentage of unchurched people, with a small percentage 
of evangelicals. Although there are megachurches in our 
area, 85 to 90 percent of people are unchurched. They have 
no compelling reason to go to church because they don’t 
know the Lord.
■ Jason: We just chose a geography — we call it being 
target-driven — and take responsibility for every man, 
woman, and child in our area.
■ Scott: We always say we want to be an outwardly focused 
church, doing whatever we can for the community. For one 
of our outreach initiatives, we bought gift bags with candy 
bars, hand sanitizers, and gift cards to Starbucks and Target 
and handed them out. We want to be generous because 
Christ was.
■ Michael: We chose Louisville because we knew we’d 
meet progressive, postmodern individuals there. But  
we quickly learned that God was calling us to a broader 
spectrum of people. Some members are disenchanted  
and hurt from previous church experiences. There are a 
handful of mature Christians who help and come alongside 
us. But a lot of people are checking out Jesus and like to 
hang around. It’s just as the Spirit has moved us.
Planting Seeds
How do you think starting a church today  
is different from the past? 
■ Earl: There’s been a real shift in culture. In the first two 
churches we started, people had exposure to the church 
and knew that “good people” went to church. Many of the 
people we are reaching now were made to go to church as 
children but grew up and said they wouldn’t do that to their 
own kids. It’s a different world. We now have respectable 
sins — the sense of shame is gone.
■ Jason: Our intention is to be a community of Christ-
followers that releases people to be on mission with God.  
If the church is His vehicle, then we have to redefine its 
success. We are trying to be more intentional in reaching 
others. The brilliance of the Gospel is that it goes 
everywhere God wants it to go.
■ Scott: I don’t think there’s a specific “way” to do it. You 
have to learn your community. What will reach them here? 
And you have to depend on the Lord, not a model.
■ Michael: The “come and see” church plant paradigm  
has shifted. As we began our church, we adopted a “go and 
show” perspective and used creative methods, instead  
of big marketing techniques, to get the word out. Our 
“marketing” relies on relationships, and little by little  
the church has grown.
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“ We live in a broken  
world — it takes time for 
the broken pieces to be 
put back together again.”
Did you network with other churches?
■ Earl: We had a great network of supporting churches in Ohio. They 
helped us with canvassing, start-up funds, massive prayer support, and 
special projects.
■ Jason: The only way you can successfully reach every man, woman, 
and child is through church partnering. We have about 30 churches 
from the surrounding area that we meet with every month to talk about 
how we reach the area. And that number is growing.
■ Scott: We networked out of two churches and had connections from 
Cedarville and Michigan, which is where I’m from.
■ Michael: I have contact with a few pastors, and I’ve met many others 
through my job at Starbucks. But we need to improve in this area.
Watering the Earth
Do you think there are some essential “ingredients” needed to  
start a new church? 
■ Earl: Yes. You’ve got to be convinced that God is able. You’ve got to 
be convinced that the Bible is life-changing. You’ve got to be convinced 
that people without Christ are lost forever. You’ve got to be convinced 
that God will use you.
■ Jason: Yes, I do. A calling from God, a very specific mission, and 
values that will be your guide are essential ingredients.
■ Scott: Obviously, the Lord has to be leading it. I think church 
planters should have that calling. It’s exciting, but there’s a ton of 
wrestling with the Lord. Be confident that it is His calling.
■ Michael: Reaching unchurched people requires genuine, caring 
concern and a heart for evangelism. Another essential ingredient is 
perseverance. And a love for drinking coffee and talking to people 
helps, too!
Any last words of advice?
■ Earl: God uses all kinds of people in all kinds of ways to reach all 
kinds of people. If God has planted a seed in your heart to start a 
church, nurture it and let it grow. Trust God and the truth in His Word.
■ Jason: Only do it if God has broken your heart for a place. Only do it 
if God is giving you His eyes and heart for a people and a geography.
■ Scott: Go for it. If you have the stirring in your heart, go for it. It’s 
going to be really tough, but it’s also really exciting.
■ Michael: We live in a broken world — it takes time for the broken 
pieces to be put back together again. If we’re going to reach our 
culture, we have to realize that it’s hard work and be willing to roll up 
our sleeves and get dirty.
Earl Shaffer ’77 graduated with a degree in elementary 
education. He pastors at Dayspring Baptist Church in 
Galloway, Ohio. He and his wife, Marilyn, have five children, 
Grant, Elya, Kendra, Aubrey, and Micaela. You may contact 
him at eshaffer@abwe.cc.
Jason Malone ’98 earned a degree in Christian education  
with an emphasis in student ministry and serves as a pastor  
at Summit Church in Greenville, South Carolina. He  
and his wife, Jennifer (Wishart) ’00, have two daughters,  
Caroline (3) and Catelyn (2 months). You may contact  
him at jmalone@summitupstate.org.
Scott Lehr ’00 received a degree in preseminary Bible from 
Cedarville and a Th.M. from Dallas Theological Seminary.  
He pastors at Southbridge Fellowship in Raleigh, North 
Carolina. He and his wife, Shanna (Lenhart) ’00, have two 
children, Ella Grace (3) and Ava Sophia (2). You may  
contact him at slehr@nc.rr.com.
Michael Boehm ’00 earned a degree in Christian education 
with a youth ministry emphasis. He and his wife, Maren 
(Meyers) ’01, live in Louisville, Kentucky, where Michael  
is a pastor at Encounter Church. You may contact him  
at michaelfboehm@gmail.com.
Kara (Niemotka) Gibbs ’96 is a writer and copy editor  
for Cedarville. A graduate of the University’s language  
and literature program, she lives in Cedarville, Ohio,  
with her husband, Brent ’96. You may contact her at 
karagibbs@cedarville.edu.
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Before opening her laptop and getting to work,  
Rachel Beach ’03 let herself enjoy the setting Moroccan 
sun. Her global business interest and degree in international 
business had taken her a long way from her hometown of 
Somerset, Kentucky. Now, as a Peace Corps volunteer in  
the city of Agdz, Morocco, Rachel’s assignment was to help 
local artisans — mainly makers of carpets and hammocks  
or purveyors of antiques — become more efficient and 
profitable in business.
Nadia, her host sister, pulled up a chair to the small 
kitchen table. Earlier that day, Nadia had taught Rachel  
how to roll and steam couscous. Now it was Rachel’s turn to 
provide a lesson in business finance to Nadia, an accountant 
for a local girls dormitory and Rachel’s connection to 
countless Moroccan families who ran small businesses 
around the city.
Nadia’s accounting work for the dormitory frustrated 
her because money was always in short supply. The financial 
problems resulted in the organization being forced to kick 
out students. Without funding, those girls would not be able 
to attend high school that year. To address this problem, 
Rachel helped Nadia create a financial tracking system for 
the dormitory. But funds were still slim, and Nadia needed 
another source of income.
One day, Nadia’s brother-in-law showed up at her  
home with a van full of antique artifacts and carpets he was 
going to sell in France. This triggered something in Nadia’s 
mind. “Raja,” Nadia said, using Rachel’s Moroccan name,  
“I could sell these items, too. If he can do it, so could I.” 
This revelation led Nadia to explore a start-up business — 
the epitome of Rachel’s work in Morocco and the most 
meaningful part of her service.
success in service
Although Rachel’s influence on women like Nadia may 
have been the highlight of her time in Morocco, she didn’t 
stop there. She also oversaw a craft fair that was attended  
by the governor and the Moroccan Peace Corps director.  
In addition, she completed a six-month survey and presented 
her findings to the ministry headquarters. Impressed by  
her research, the ministry requested that her report be 
translated immediately and given to the head minister.
On another occasion, Rachel was invited to participate 
in a panel with U.S. embassy workers advising more than 
150 female artisans on marketing solutions. It was a highly 
popular event in those villages, and the embassy staff was 
full of praise for her work. However, Rachel says that none 
of these events seemed to create the lasting impression her 
interaction with Nadia did.
“The longer I stayed in Morocco,” said Rachel, “the 
more I learned it was not so much about the activities I 
busied myself with, but rather the ideas I conveyed that 
could stir an individual to action.” She saw the birth of  
some of this in Nadia but left before much was realized. 
“However,” Rachel said, “Nadia witnessed that I — a  
girl about her age — was able to run my own business in 
America before coming to Morocco and could provide 
policy recommendations to a ministry. I think some of this 
rubbed off on her. It seemed to instill in her a sense that  
she could act on her own ideas if she planned and worked 
toward them.”
First steps
Rachel’s knack for small business grew out of her 
involvement as vice financial officer and sustainability 
specialist for her family’s playground manufacturing 
business, Play Mart, Inc., based in Somerset, Kentucky.
“During my four years at Cedarville,” Rachel said,  
“I functioned as Play Mart’s Ohio sales representative, 
making calls from my dorm room, traveling across the state 
to make site plans, and submitting bids between classes.”
After graduating from Cedarville, she started The  
Play Connection, Inc., a Cincinnati-based independent 
distributorship of Play Mart playgrounds. She worked out of 
her apartment and handled all major aspects of running the 
business, such as accounting, advertising, securing a line of 
credit, and getting the product specified with architects.
As she thought about her future career goals, Rachel 
began pursuing international business jobs and initially 
desired placement with the U.S. State Department’s 
Foreign Service. This inspiration stemmed from Dr. Frank 
Jenista ’68, professor of international studies, who is now 
her friend and mentor. When she wasn’t accepted into the 
Foreign Service, she looked to the Peace Corps, a decision 
influenced by Dr. Mike López, professor of communication 
arts, who encouraged Rachel to consider mentoring the 
poor in developing countries. “The idea has stuck with  
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by Mark Kakkuri ’93
On the Move
After returning from the Peace Corps, Rachel was accepted  
to the Johns Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies  
in Washington, D.C. She is currently living in Bologna, Italy,  
studying international policy and economics, as well as French.  
Next year she plans to return to the school’s D.C. campus to  
complete her master’s degree.
Rachel said she is open to whatever God has next for her.  
One possibility is social entrepreneurial development work, which  
she said she is continually drawn toward — both finding ways to  
equip small entrepreneurs in developing countries and working  
with government ministries to provide infrastructure to facilitate  
the incorporation of entrepreneurs into the legal sector.
“The work of Hernando de Soto in Peru — providing shantytown 
inhabitants a piece of paper giving them the rightful ownership of 
their tiny plots of land — has inspired me for years,” Rachel said.  
And she is already working toward an internship next summer with 
another organization called Ashoka. “They are ‘venture capitalists’ for 
social entrepreneurs,” she said, “combing the world for bright minds 
and good ideas and helping individuals find ways to achieve them. 
This line of work would be a delight to me.”
You may contact Rachel Beach ’03 at rachelbeach@gmail.com.
Mark Kakkuri ’93 is a freelance writer in Oxford, Michigan. You may  
contact him at kakkuri@gmail.com.
Rachel’s assignment was to help local 
artisans — mainly makers of carpets and 
hammocks or purveyors of antiques — become 
more efficient and profitable in business.
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While working with artisans in Morocco, Rachel partnered primarily with the Ben Mammas family. In this picture (from left to right),  
Eija and Hafida are working to weave a hammock with Amina, who came to help them from a village that specializes in this type of 
weaving. They could only work next to a window during the daylight hours, since electrical lighting was inadequate for the task.
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Staying in Step With God
by Dr. Dan Estes ’74
“ Watch the path of your feet, 
and all your ways will be 
established. Do not turn to  
the right nor to the left;  
turn your foot from evil.”
 Proverbs 4:26–27
a
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I was just six years old when I first 
attended Vacation Bible School. There in the 
basement of our church, I learned a chorus 
that has deeply influenced my life ever since: 
 Walking with Jesus, 
 Walking every day, walking all the way, 
 Walking with Jesus, 
 Walking with Jesus alone. 
Even as a child, I could begin to understand 
what it means to walk with God. This was  
my first sense of what has been called a long 
obedience in a single direction.
Ever since that time, I have been 
intrigued by the biblical metaphor of the  
godly walk. I have often reflected on the  
lives of Enoch and Noah, both of whom are 
described in Genesis as men who walked with 
God. The more I have learned about walking 
with God, the more I have come to realize 
how essential this concept is for growing in 
the Christian life.
Proverbs 4:26–27 cautions, “Watch the 
path of your feet, and all your ways will be 
established. Do not turn to the right nor to the 
left; turn your foot from evil.” When we walk 
with God, we need to stay on His path. If we 
insist on taking our own way, then we are no 
longer walking with Him.
As we walk with God, we must also stay at 
His pace. In our impatience, we often are 
tempted to dash ahead of God. At other times, 
our fears may cause us to lag behind Him. 
Walking with God means that we stay on 
God’s path because we trust Him for our 
destination. Walking with God also means that 
we stay at God’s pace because we trust Him 
for each item on His itinerary for us. God may 
choose to surprise us on our journey with 
Him, but when we walk with God, we must 
humbly accept what He has planned for us, 
rather than insisting on our own way.
The godly walk stays in step with  
God. This principle has many important 
implications for our lives. As we walk with 
God, we seek His direction. Instead  
of asking Him to ratify the plans we  
have made, we give Him a blank slate  
as we ask Him to reveal His plan to us. 
Walking with God also means adopting 
God’s desires as our own. Rather than 
insisting on what we think we want, we live  
by the truth of Psalm 37:4, which teaches that 
when we delight ourselves in the Lord, He 
gives us what our hearts truly desire. In doing 
that, we discover that God knows our hearts 
better than we ourselves do.
As we walk with God, we learn how to 
delight in the joy of His companionship. God 
made us in His image so that we could enjoy 
fellowship with Him. When we faithfully stay 
in step with God, we are able to delight in 
Him in ever-deepening ways.
Dr. Dan Estes ’74 serves as distinguished professor of 
Bible. You may contact him at estesd@cedarville.edu.
“ As we walk with God, we  
learn how to delight in the  
joy of His companionship.”
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“ A beautiful day indeed. Dr. David McKinney of Cincinnati, president of the College, conferred 
the diplomas. He said, ‘You bid your alma mater farewell today. We say farewell. We can no 
longer direct you or bid you to do this or that. But boys, we will follow you with our prayers. 
We hope however high the position you may attain, you will never forget Cedarville College  
or duty. Consecrate yourselves to god. live helpful lives. And god will bless and direct you.’ 
May the remembrance of this day help and strengthen us through the years.” 
 
— From the diary of Martha McMillan, writing about Cedarville College’s first commencement on  
June 10, 1897. Five men graduated that day, including Martha’s son, Homer.
advancing cedarvi l le
They Replied, “Let Us Start Rebuilding.”
by Tom Chmura ’78, as told to Carol Lee ’96
Last fall, Tom ’78 and Sharon Chmura celebrated an 
emotional homecoming that was 30 years in the making.  
Their journey to restoration led them back to Cedarville  
where they found that God had redeemed the time —  
and their hearts. The scholarship they established is an 
outpouring of their grateful hearts and the grace of God.
Redemption
I was 25 years old in Medina, Ohio, when I accepted 
Christ in February of 1975. My wife, Sharon, soon followed 
in June. Though we had both been raised with some 
religious background, it wasn’t until we were young adults 
that the truth of Ephesians 2:8–9 pervaded our hearts: 
salvation was gained by grace, not works. We could be 
forgiven and free.
I couldn’t get enough of God’s Word and wanted to 
know more. I began sitting in the front row at church with 
an open Bible and a notebook on my lap. My enthusiasm 
was evident.
It wasn’t long before our pastor took me aside one  
day and said something I’ll never forget: “Tom, I think  
God may be calling you into ministry.”
Relocation
Our pastor had a daughter attending Cedarville, and  
he thought it might be a good fit for me. Even though the 
idea of returning to school as a married father of two small 
children was a bit daunting, I visited campus with him.  
As we drove by Founders Hall, Dr. James T. Jeremiah was 
outside his office on his way to the airport. He greeted us 
warmly, and when he learned I was a prospective student, 
he invited us up to his office. It made quite an impression 
on me that the college president would take time to make 
me feel welcome on what was surely a busy day.
Sharon and I were excited to begin this new chapter in 
our lives as we headed to Cedarville. I began classes that 
fall as a Bible major with an emphasis in biblical education. 
The following January, I began pastoring my first church. It 
was a humble beginning: a small country church with eight 
people — and four of them were from our family! I was 
just one year old in the faith as I began preaching what I 
was learning in my classes. God surely had His hand on our 
family, protecting us and growing us during those years.
After graduation, we moved home to begin what we 
thought would be a life of ministry. We had no idea our 
journey of faith was about to detour into the wilderness.
Resistance
The concept of grace was what first drew me to Christ, 
and as my faith matured, I learned more about grace and 
preached about extending grace to others. This was an 
unwelcome message, however, to a congregation that 
favored the letter of the law. Eventually, they asked us to 
leave the church. To be told we were no longer welcome 
was extremely painful.
In our hurt, my wife and I cast a wide net over 
everything we associated with that experience. Regrettably, 
we included Cedarville. For the next three decades, God 
worked in our lives to heal our pain, but we still kept 
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and occasional phone calls from the University, but  
we always responded by saying, “Thank you, but we 
will not be supporting Cedarville.”
Rediscovery
God began working in our hearts in very specific 
ways to draw us back to Him, and we were finally 
ready to put aside the pain of the past. The Holy 
Spirit began to challenge me, asking, “What are you 
doing with your calling? What are you doing with 
your life?”
When my brother passed away in 2006, we 
inherited his property in Florida. We recognized  
this as a gift of grace and decided to invest a tenth of 
the proceeds to make a difference in people’s lives. 
We knew Cedarville was still preparing students for 
Christian service, and it crossed my mind that maybe 
we could establish a scholarship at Cedarville.
In the spring of 2008, we received a Phonathon 
call from a student. This time, we didn’t say no. 
Instead, we told him that we’d like to speak to 
someone about starting a scholarship.
Soon afterward, we received a call from Brad 
Hulls, senior stewardship officer. We explained  
that the gift was tied up in the property and that  
we didn’t know how quickly it would sell. But  
Brad listened to us and respected our timeline and 
limitations. He even joined us in prayer for the sale 
of the property. It was so exciting to call him back 
just a few months later to say the property had sold 
— the scholarship could proceed!
Reunion
Later that fall, Sharon and I made a trip to 
Cedarville — our first in 30 years — to discuss  
the scholarship contract. From the moment we 
stepped on campus, all the wonderful memories  
of our time at Cedarville came flooding back.  
We toured the new Center for Biblical and 
Theological Studies and saw the Dixon Ministry 
Center. When we noticed Dr. Jeremiah’s name  
on the chapel, we began to weep. The unexpected 
cathartic emotion was powerful.
We chose to designate the award to assist  
male students with financial need — one junior  
and one senior — who anticipate a career in the 
pastorate or world missions. We wanted to invest in 
students’ lives, and this scholarship was the perfect 
opportunity to do that. I can’t speak highly enough 
of Brad Hulls and Kim (Botta) Longo ’02, associate 
vice president for development. They presented us 
with options, honored our decisions, and made the 
process seamless.
On October 24, 2008, Sharon and I were thrilled 
to present the check and sign the scholarship 
agreement. That evening we attended Cedarville’s 
Legacy Banquet, a celebration of the many ways 
individuals invest in the University. We watched as 
scholarship donors enjoyed time with their student 
recipients, and it was so exciting for us to anticipate 
what it will be like to come back next fall to meet 
our own student recipients.
Restoration
Sharon and I are still humbled to stand back and 
watch God’s hand in bringing this scholarship to life. 
We felt the Spirit of God calling us back — not just 
to Cedarville but to Himself. He led us back to the 
place where we started.
It is exciting to think about the influence this 
scholarship will have on young people answering 
God’s call on their lives. It is a joy to invest in what 
will live on in eternity — “The Word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.” We pray that He will 
receive the glory from this amazing journey.
Tom ’78 and Sharon Chmura now live in Westfield Center,  
Ohio, and enjoy spending time with their two married children  
and six grandchildren.
Carol Lee ’96 is the senior communication specialist  
for advancement at Cedarville. You may contact her at  
carollee@cedarville.edu.
Would you like to start a scholarship? 
We can help you explore your options. Contact 
Dave Bartlett, associate vice president for gift 
planning, at 1-800-766-1115 or start the process 
online at www.cedarville.edu/giftlegacy.[ [
i
Thank you  
for answering 
the call!
Along with the Chmuras, 
more than 1,500 parents 
and alumni generously 
contributed $133,000 for 
student scholarships in this 
year’s Phonathon campaign.
Missed your call?
There is still time. Your gift  
of any size — from $10 a 
month to $10,000 a year — 
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director’s chair
I love the spring: warmer weather, less snow, more sun. For me, 
the most exciting part of spring is watching green appear everywhere. I love 
making the trip around the perimeter of our yard each day to check out the 
latest plants sticking their tiny green heads out of the ground. It’s exciting 
to watch life start again following the cold, dark winter. I love spring!
This season is such a reminder of growth and renewal. We see it all 
around us in the budding trees, unfolding leaves, and growing plants.  
Even the neighbor children seem to be a few inches taller than when we 
saw them playing last fall.
When my daughter Kylie was three or four, I told her I never wanted 
her to grow up. She informed me that “Jesus wants me to grow up” — and 
I am certainly not one to argue with Jesus! He is the one behind all the 
growth we see around us, from the plants in our yard to the students and 
programs at Cedarville University.
In my years at Cedarville, I have had the opportunity to observe or be 
involved in the start-up of some of these events and ministries. I remember 
the 1987 Junior-Senior Banquet in Cincinnati, where students flooded 
Fountain Square afterward, spontaneously sharing the Gospel with people 
— and soon the ministry Open Heirs began.
I remember SGA sharing with me a great idea for an end-of-the-year 
celebration — and now Elliv is one of the highlights each April.
I remember Rachel Beach ’03 as a student, who came to me with a 
desire to begin a program where CU students reach out to students at other 
college campuses in the Miami Valley — and the SGA Inter-Collegiate 
Council was formed.
The exciting thing behind these endeavors is that, even though God 
planted the seeds, He used students to cultivate and grow the experiences 
that so many people have enjoyed. Do you know students who would 
benefit from this kind of Cedarville experience? We’d love to know 
who they are. Take a moment to visit www.cedarville.edu/names to 
complete the easy online form. Send us at least three names, and we’ll  
send you a CU T-shirt! As I’ve said many times, we thank God for our 
students — and for the alumni who help them get here.
What other opportunities has God given you to influence the growth  
of others? May this issue of Inspire refresh your calling and remind you  
of new ways to serve Him.
Jeff Beste ’87
Director of Alumni Relations
“The exciting thing  
behind these endeavors  
is that, even though  
God planted the seeds,  
He used students  
to cultivate and grow  
the experiences.”
alumnotes
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1970s
loren Reno ’70 has been promoted to 
lieutenant general and assigned as deputy 
chief of staff for logistics, installations, and 
mission support in the Air Force.
Alex ’74 and Pam (stallard) Konya ’75 
celebrated 16 years of ministry with Word  
of Life in Hungary, where they started an 
International Bible Institute. Alex served as the 
main Bible teacher and academic dean for 10 
years; he became the director for Word of Life 
Hungary in 2004 and an area director in 2006.
linda (Fisher) Wallace ’75 is the dean of the 
Indiana University Kokomo School of Nursing.
1980s
David Cremean ’80 earned tenure at Black 
Hills State University in 2008 and is also the 
2008 president-elect of the Western Literature 
Association. He and his wife, Christine, are the 
parents of Samantha (21) and Cormac (13). 
They reside in Spearfish, South Dakota.
John Kuhn ’80 earned his Master of Business 
Administration from Anaheim University 
Online in August 2008. He lives in Japan.
Rick Jones ’81 is the pastor of Pines Bible 
Church in Michigan City, Indiana. He and  
his wife, lois (Wing) ’82, have enjoyed 
ministering there for the last five years.
ed supplee ’85 joined with former fellow 
brass choir and symphonic band members 
Roseanne (Branham) Miesse ’82 and  
Rick Dustin ’83 when they performed  
in a Christmas pageant at Kuss Auditorium  
in Springfield, Ohio, last December. Ed is a 
band director with Urbana City Schools,  
and he and his wife, Janice (Warren) ’86,  
live in Cedarville. Rick and his wife,  
Debbie (Oliver) ’82, own the music store 
Kincaid’s Is Music and reside in Springfield. 
Roseanne lives in Springfield with her 
husband, Brent, and teaches private  
music lessons.
With popcorn, a big-screen theater, and the 
movie Cars, the recent alumni event in Hilliard, 
Ohio, was destined for success!
On February 28, alumni and their families from 
the Columbus area gathered at Life Community Church for dinner  
and a movie. Guests enjoyed a buffet meal that included hot dogs and 
Cars fruit snacks for the kids.
Following dinner, everyone headed into the auditorium, which  
was designed like a movie theater — complete with cup holders in the 
armrests! The group enjoyed watching the film and eating the free 
popcorn donated by a local company.
Children of all ages were excited about the event, and some  
even came sporting their Cars T-shirts and shoes! While the kids 
watched the movie, the adults appreciated the chance to catch up with 
one another. To see photos, visit www.cedarville.edu/alumnievents  
and click on the link under “Previous Event Photos.” The Columbus 
Alumni Chapter Leadership Team did a great job planning and executing the event. Visit www.cedarville.edu/alumni/chapters/oh/columbus to  
contact the team about getting involved.
To learn more about alumni chapters and to see if there is one in your area, visit www.cedarville.edu/alumni/chapters. If you would like to 
participate, e-mail Michelle (Rigel) McCune ’04, assistant director of alumni relations, at mmccune@cedarville.edu.
chapter focus — columbus
alumnotes
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1990s
Ben ’92 and Misty (Borkholder) Brown ’94 
announce the birth of Kattarina Faith on 
August 11, 2007. She was welcomed home  
by Nathaniel (10), Zachariah (8), Audrianna (6), 
and Mariellie (4). Ben is an associate pastor  
of adult ministries in Warsaw, Indiana, and 
Misty enjoys homeschooling the children.
Dan Reed ’92 teaches American history, 
government, and military history in Oberlin, 
Ohio. He was recently honored for “keeping 
the American heritage alive” at the 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Calvary reunion for the Battle  
of LZ Albany during the Vietnam War.
Jill (Winship) Carrera ’93 and her husband, 
Mark, announce the arrival of Michael Winship 
on March 1, 2008, from Kyrgyzstan. He joins 
new siblings Kennedy (11), Mark (9), Kinsey (8), 
Kamden (4), and Mitchell (2).
Aaron ’94 and Heidi (sorensen) Hiebert ’97 
announce the birth of Alexis Grace on  
March 3, 2007. Aaron is an officer with the 
police department of Kansas City, Missouri, 
and Heidi enjoys caring for Alexis at home.
Jim ’94 and Janie (Barrett) Murphy ’95 
announce the adoption of Haven Lu, born on 
August 20, 2007. She was adopted from the 
Jiangxi Province in China and was welcomed 
home on June 4, 2008. They also have a son, 
Alexander (8), who was adopted from Perm, 
Russia. Jim is a fifth-grade math and science 
teacher, and Janie stays at home with the 
children in Inman, South Carolina.
Brian Burns ’95 and his wife, Danielle, 
announce the birth of Audrey Danielle on 
November 7, 2008. Big brother Keagan (2) 
welcomed her home in Xenia, Ohio. Brian  
is the associate dean of student life programs 
at Cedarville.
recent events
November 1 — Miami Valley Chapter Event
Many alumni and their families spent the afternoon 
ice-skating in Centerville, Ohio. Some even enjoyed 
getting their picture taken with the Bee!
November 8 — Huntington Regional Event
Local alumni gathered at the Pullman Plaza Hotel 
in West Virginia to enjoy hors d’oeuvres and hear  
a campus update from Dr. Bill Brown.
November 14 — Raleigh Chapter Event
Alumni and friends from North Carolina joined 
Dr. John Whitmore, associate professor of geology, 
at a local church to view and discuss the film 
Expelled: No Intelligence Allowed.
alumnotes
Cedarville University    33
Craig ’95 and stacey (Wires) Klotzbach ’95 
announce the adoption of Kelem Emmalyn, 
born in Ethiopia on April 8, 2005. She was 
welcomed home on March 21, 2007, by her 
siblings, Kaylie (9), Carter (8), and Brycen (5). 
Craig is a high school biology teacher, and 
Stacey stays at home with the kids.
Adria (Andrews) Jones ’97 and her  
husband, Howard, announce the birth of  
Lia Olivia on April 13, 2008. They reside  
in Danville, Pennsylvania.
leslie (Davis) Taylor ’97 and her husband, 
Jim, announce the birth of Jacob Baynes  
on February 19, 2008. Leslie is a part-time 
neonatal nurse. They reside in Charleston, 
South Carolina.
evan Wood ’97 is the associate dean of 
strategic planning and chair of the department 
of management and communication at  
Taylor University in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  
In October 2008, he received the John C. 
Edwards Best Paper Award for the 2008 
Midwest Academy of Management for his 
paper titled “On-Assignment Performance 
Interventions That Assist North American 
Expatriates’ Adjustment and Performances.” 
He and his wife, lisa (Weirich) ’98, have a 
son, Callan, and a daughter, Emiline.
If you would like to contact a friend highlighted in this section, please contact alumni@cedarville.edu. We’d be glad to put you in touch.
Alumni Yellow Jackets Reunite
During this year’s Alumni Basketball Weekend, held January 30–31, dozens of former Yellow Jackets swarmed the Callan 
Athletic Center. Event highlights included alumni games, a huddle time with current players, and both men’s and women’s 
varsity games. The kids enjoyed playing on the inflatables while their parents reconnected with other basketball alumni!
alumnotes
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steve ’98 and Patty (noble) Burchett ’98 
announce the birth of Lillian Marie on June 29, 
2008. She joins her siblings, Katie (6) and  
Luke (4), in Kansas City, Missouri. Lilly will  
face challenges in her life due to being born 
with Williams syndrome, but God is faithful. 
Steve pastors Christ Fellowship and travels for 
Christian Communicators Worldwide. Patty 
enjoys homeschooling and caring for the kids.
Zach ’98 and Mindy (Robinson) Ruffin ’00 
announce the birth of Kyle Zachariah on  
July 8, 2008. He was welcomed home by  
big sister Megan Noelle (4). The family lives  
in Aurora, Colorado.
Brooke Taylor ’98 is senior pastor of Bethel 
Baptist Church in Independence, Missouri.  
He and his wife, Marlena (Bantle) ’99, have 
three daughters, Miranda, Maren, and Audrey.
sheryl (Buckley) Fessler ’99 and her husband, 
Andrew, announce the birth of Jacob Michael 
on August 11, 2008. He was welcomed home 
by brother David (2). They live in Waynesville, 
Ohio, where Andrew works as a production 
operations manager and Sheryl stays at home.
erin (Prentis) Madak ’99 and her husband, 
Jeff, announce the birth of Kate Elizabeth on 
May 28, 2008. Big brother Jake (4) welcomed 
her home. Erin is a worship leader in Clinton 
Township, Michigan, and Jeff is a manager  
at the Arthritis Foundation of Michigan.
Andy ’99 and Becky (Crosson) Ziegenfuss ’99 
announce the birth of Andrew Luke on 
September 27, 2008. He joined his sisters,  
Elle and Kate, in Liberty Township, Ohio. 
Becky works part time in pharmaceutical  
sales, and Andy is a worship and discipleship 
pastor in Mason, Ohio.
recent events
January 16 — Columbus Regional Event
In conjunction with the Ohio Music Educators 
Association Conference, alumni joined music 
faculty and current students at the Hyatt Regency 
for great fellowship, hors d’oeuvres, and a lively 
performance by the University jazz band.
February 6 — Los Angeles Chapter Event
Jeff Beste ’87, director of alumni relations, met 
with several alumni from California for a delicious 
dessert reception. Guests enjoyed the fellowship 
and campus update.
February 7 — Miami Valley Chapter Event
Local alumni gathered on campus to enjoy a 
dessert reception, the musical performance  
of My Fair Lady, and a campus update from  
Dr. Carl Ruby ’83, vice president for student life.
alumnotes
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2000s
Jen (Howard) Brubaker ’00 and her husband, 
Jarrel, announce the birth of Grady Brent  
on July 28, 2008. They reside in Lewisburg, 
Pennsylvania, where Jarrel farms and Jen is  
a stay-at-home mom.
Andrea King ’00 and Nathan Davis were 
married June 9, 2007, and reside in Dallas, 
Texas, where Andrea is an outpatient physical 
therapist for Baylor Health Care Systems. 
Nathan is working on his Master of Theology 
degree at Dallas Theological Seminary.
J. Adam Rizer ’00 completed his company 
command of the Warrior-A Unmanned Aircraft 
Training Company at Ft. Huachuca. His wife, 
Jennifer (Paulik) ’99, works part time as an 
assistant professor of geology at Wayland 
Baptist University. They have three sons, 
Garrett (4), Jack (2), and Josh (1).
Joel ’01 and Karen (leininger) Cormany ’01 
announce the birth of Elissa Grace on March 
11, 2008. They live in Grand Blanc, Michigan, 
where Joel teaches middle school math and 
Karen teaches fourth grade.
stephen ’01 and Jessica (schmidt) Hand ’02 
announce the birth of Georgia Denee on June 
5, 2008. She joined her brothers, Isaac (4) and 
Ian (18 months), in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.
Amanda (Byrd) Morin ’01 and her husband, 
Alexandre, announce the birth of Jackson 
Alexandre on March 28, 2008. He was 
welcomed home by big sisters Jocelyn  
and Bronwyn Tate.
Crystal skamanich ’01 and Benjamin Mathew 
were married on May 26, 2007. Crystal is a 
marketing communications manager for an 
architecture and engineering firm, and Ben  
is a provider relations manager. They reside  
in Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania.
Brett Buckingham ’02 and Amber Adams 
were married on October 18, 2008. They 
reside in Grand Rapids, Michigan, where Brett 
is an admissions counselor at Cornerstone 
University and Amber is involved with an art 
and interior design career.
Kristie Burch ’02 and Joseph Jaroszewski 
were married in March of 2007. In June 2006, 
Kristie graduated from Jefferson Medical 
College and is now an emergency medicine 
resident. Joe is a mechanical engineer.  
They live in Farmington Hills, Michigan.
If you would like to contact a friend highlighted in this section, please contact alumni@cedarville.edu. We’d be glad to put you in touch.
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Kristi (Jonker) Calkins ’02 and her husband, 
Chris, announce the birth of Annalisa Grace 
on April 24, 2008. After 22 years working  
as an electrician, Chris loves being a stay- 
at-home dad and remodeling their home  
in Reynoldsburg, Ohio. Kristi received her 
master’s degree in teaching with technology  
in August 2007 and is a fourth-grade teacher.
Jenney (Flood) Dray ’02 and her husband, 
Matt, announce the birth of Jackson Patrick. 
He was born on June 27, 2008, and welcomed 
home by his brother, James (2). Matt is a 
police officer, and Jenney runs a home day 
care in Xenia, Ohio.
nicole (Carpenter) lovelady ’02 and her 
husband, William, announce the birth of 
Elizabeth Stacy on May 8, 2008. William is  
in the Navy, and Nicole is a stay-at-home  
mom in Taveres, Florida.
eric ’02 and erin (Vallowe) Mitchell ’01 
announce the birth of Cooper Ryan. He  
was born on April 19, 2008, and joined his 
brother, Cole (3), in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Eric is a surgery resident, and Erin enjoys 
staying home with the boys.
Kim (leverson) Toven ’02 and her husband, 
Todd, announce the birth of Hannah Rose on 
June 7, 2007. Kim and Todd both work for  
a closed captioning company near Denver, 
Colorado, and are blessed to work from  
home the majority of the time.
Mark Jaskilka ’03 and Lisa Olson were 
married December 29, 2007, in Newbury  
Park, California. Mark is a film editor, and Lisa 
directs the dance ministry at their church.
recent events
February 12 — Birmingham Regional Event
At the Marriott Hotel in Birmingham, Alabama, 
several alumni joined Dr. and Mrs. Bill Brown  
for dinner and learned more about new things 
happening at Cedarville.
February 19 — Dallas Chapter Event
Alumni and guests from the Grapevine, Texas, area 
enjoyed meeting Jeff Beste ’87, director of alumni 
relations, and Dr. Bill Brown, who gave a campus 
update and answered questions from the group.
March 5 — Orlando Chapter Event
Alumni from central Florida gathered at Camp 
Gilead in Polk City for a cookout by the lake. 
Guests enjoyed mini golf, carpet ball, and 
pingpong, as well as great food and fellowship!
alumnotes
Charles Kirby ’03 and Kallie Larsen were 
married July 25, 2008, in Holland, Michigan. 
They reside in Louisville, Kentucky, and attend 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.
steve McClure ’03 and Kathy Mast were 
married May 24, 2008. They live in Ephrata, 
Pennsylvania, where Steve is an electrical 
engineer and Kathy works at her family’s  
book publishing and printing business.
Brock ’02 and Melissa (Mattner) Weston ’05 
announce the birth of Brogan Michael on 
September 4, 2008. Brock is a Bible professor 
at Cedarville. They reside in Fairborn, Ohio.
Jeff Kraker ’05 and Jen Knudsen ’06  
were married June 16, 2007. They reside  
in Columbia, Maryland, where Jeff is  
an engineer for the government and Jen  
is an administrative assistant for a 
development company.
Adam ’05 and Megan (Dulin) Townsend ’05 
announce the birth of Nathan Ross on 
November 13, 2008. Adam received  
his Master of Divinity degree in Christian 
education from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in December 2008. He is the 
minister of education and children at First 
Baptist Church in Hodgenville, Kentucky.
Michael Webster ’05 and lisa Wendl ’05 
were married August 4, 2007, and returned to 
China for a third year teaching through ERAP. 
After returning to the U.S. in the summer of 
2008, they now reside in Falls Church, Virginia.
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Building Homes in Hometown Cedarville
Joe Harkleroad ’77 believes in the magic of “home sweet home.” It’s one of the reasons he established Brentwood Builders  
in 1979. Since then, the company has grown into a leader in the construction and remodeling of residential and commercial 
structures. Early in the company’s conception, Joe implemented a design-build construction management philosophy that  
continues to provide an orderly process for each construction project.
Brentwood is now developing an 85-unit patio home community just outside 
of Cedarville. The Meadows of Cedarville boasts a mix of single-family houses and 
duplexes, featuring a 4,000-square-foot clubhouse with an indoor swimming pool.
“We believe these home packages are unparalleled by anything available in 
nearby communities,” Joe said. “It will serve not only the needs of current residents 
but also the needs of those wishing to move into our area.”
Joe’s love of home can be witnessed in the fact that he and his wife, Andrea, 
still live in the Cedarville home where they raised their four children. Joe serves as 
a deacon at Grace Baptist Church and is also president of the Greene County Community Foundation.
During 2008, Brentwood built the utilities and roads for The Meadows of Cedarville (www.meadowsofcedarville.com)  
and is now prepared to begin construction on the patio homes. You may contact Joe at joe@brentwoodbldrs.com.
“ We believe these 
home packages are 
unparalleled by 
anything available in 
nearby communities.”
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Adam ’05 and Becky (Johnson) Weiss ’05 
announce the birth of Zoe Joan on March 21, 
2008. She was welcomed home by sister 
Gwen (2). They are missionary appointees  
to Peru through BCM International. Adam  
is working toward a master’s degree in 
theological studies, and Becky enjoys  
staying at home with the girls.
Daniel Rogers ’07 and Kelly elshoff ’05 were 
married June 9, 2007, in Kohler, Wisconsin. 
Daniel is an electrical engineer and the 
director of the engineering department  
at Duotech Services, Inc., in Franklin, North 
Carolina. Kelly attends the University of 
Tennessee College of Veterinary Medicine.
Joel Wallen ’07 and Jackie McKeon ’06 were 
married April 5, 2008. They reside in Chicago, 
where they both work for Inner City Impact, a 
ministry that reaches Chicago’s urban youth.
In Memory
We extend our condolences to the families 
and friends of these dear loved ones.
Margaret (Berk) Hough ’34 passed away  
on September 8, 2008, at the age of 95 in 
Dayton, Ohio. She taught in the Dayton public 
school system for 26 years and was an active 
member of her church. She is survived by a son 
and daughter-in-law and two grandchildren.
Mary Annabel Dean ’35 went home to be 
with the Lord in December of 2005 at the age 
of 91. She was born and lived her entire life on 
the family farm near Jamestown, Ohio. She 
spent her adult life teaching Sunday school 
and was a member of the Jamestown United 
Presbyterian Church.
Justin Hartman ’39 passed away on February 
6, 2009, at home in Amherst, Massachusetts. 
He attended Oberlin Graduate School of 
Theology and Union Theological Seminary, 
then served as a minister for the United 
Church of Christ. He is survived by his wife  
of 65 years, Margaret, four children, nine 
grandchildren, and seven great-grandchildren.
W. Robert “Bob” guthrie ’42 passed away on 
October 10, 2008, at home in Cedarville, Ohio. 
After serving in the Army in WWII, Bob worked 
as a principal and teacher for 33 years. He was 
involved in his church and community and 
served in the local volunteer fire department. 
He is survived by three sons, eight 
grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren.
John Hes ’48 went home to be with the Lord 
on March 11, 2005. He served in full-time 
pastoral ministry for 21 years, then worked at 
North American Manufacturing Company 
before retiring at 80. His life was characterized 
by a strong commitment to Christ. He is 
survived by his wife, Lucille, five daughters 
(including nancy Miller ’67), one son, 11 
grandchildren, and 13 great-grandchildren.
recent events
March 7 — Atlanta Chapter Event
The Mellow Mushroom pizza restaurant in 
downtown Atlanta, Georgia, was a great spot for 
these alumni to gather and reminisce. Hearing from 
current Cedarville students was an added benefit!
April 15
Highlands Ranch, Colorado | Chapter Event  
with Dr. Bill Brown
May 9
Cleveland, Ohio | Chapter Event
June 12
Seattle, Washington | Chapter Event
June 12
Nashville, Tennessee | Chapter Event
July 17
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania | Chapter Event
July 18 
Raleigh, North Carolina | Chapter Event
July 18
South Central Pennsylvania | Chapter Event
August 1
Chicago, Illinois | Chapter Event
August 23
Denver, Colorado | Chapter Event
For more events, visit www.cedarville.edu/alumnievents.
(All event information is subject to change.)
upcoming events
alumni enews
staying connected to your alma mater is an 
important step in making the most of your 
Cedarville experience!
To help you do that, we offer a free alumni newsletter, 
sent to your e-mail account every month. Quick and easy 
to read, Alumni eNews is a great way to find out what’s 
happening at Cedarville, learn about upcoming events, 
and see what other alumni are doing around the world.
To subscribe to the newsletter and read any past 
editions you missed, visit www.cedarville.edu/enews.
alumnotes
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Designing Spaces
Many people like do-it-yourself projects — they are usually cheaper and allow you to have ultimate control over the end result.
Jeremy Frank ’00 and Joshua Hynes ’03 jumped on the do-it-yourself bandwagon by helping create www.DesignMyRoom.com, 
an interactive website that allows users to design their home decorating projects online and share those designs with others. As a 
designer on the project, Joshua played key roles in pre-production, establishing user workflow and helping create proofs of concept 
for an interactive design board. Jeremy, the lead front-end web designer/developer, contributed to the build-out. They both work 
for andCulture, a full-service marketing agency in Pennsylvania.
“Cedarville laid a good foundation for starting out in the web/interactive field,” said Jeremy, who majored in multimedia 
technologies. “And a summer internship my junior year allowed me to experience work in the real world.”
Joshua, who also has a degree in multimedia technologies, believes his years at the University taught him the importance  
of being a lifelong student. “If you stand still in your profession, thinking that somehow the instruction you received for four years  
of your life is going to be enough, you’re going to be passed by,” he said.
Since December 2007, www.DesignMyRoom.com has received more than one million visits and has gained more than 10,000 
registered users. It has won multiple awards, including ad:tech’s 2008 Best User-Defined Experience Award, as well as placing  
as a finalist in the 2008 South by Southwest Festival’s business website category.
Jeremy and his wife, Naomi (Kinney) ’01, have two children, Leala (5) and Jadon (3). Joshua is married to Cassie (Weaver) ’04. 
You may contact Jeremy at jfrank@andculture.com and Joshua at jhynes@andculture.com. 
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Dennis John Pearce ’66 entered the presence 
of the Lord on October 22, 2008, in Stanwood, 
Washington, after battling cancer. Dennis 
worked as an accountant before retiring  
in 2008, having served in his most recent 
position for 36 years. He was involved in 
leadership positions at his church and played 
an integral role in community organizations 
and activities. He leaves behind his wife, 
Judith (Dadisman) ’64; three sons, Jeffrey, 
Timothy, and James; and nine grandchildren.
Wyman Ritchie ’77 passed away on October 
31, 2008, at his home in Dalton, Pennsylvania. 
He attended Dallas Theological Seminary, 
served as a pastor for almost 50 years, and 
loved preaching God’s Word. He is survived 
by his wife of 59 years, Mona; four children, 
Mona, nancy ’74, Patty stormont ’76,  
and Timothy; 11 grandchildren; and four 
great-grandchildren.
stefan Tarapchak ’92 went home to be  
with the Lord on December 21, 2008, at his 
home in Hilliard, Ohio, after a 17-month battle 
with cancer. Stefan worked for Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital in Columbus where he  
was the business manager for the radiology 
department. He was an active member in  
his local church and a dedicated father  
whose love for life and the Lord was passed 
on to his children. He leaves behind a wife, 
sandi (Matson) ’95, and three children,  
Derek (9), Justin (6), and Carley (3). To help  
the kids remember their dad, Sandi is asking 
those who knew Stefan to e-mail memories  
of him to sandi@tarapchak.com.
Kaedra (Moll) Ducuron ’96 passed away  
on January 4, 2009, of an unexpected heart 
malfunction. After graduating from Cedarville, 
she worked as a nurse and enjoyed caring  
for the sick and hurting, most recently in  
Long Beach, California. She is survived by  
her husband, Pablo, and two children,  
Sophia (4) and Alex (2).
Correction
In the fall/winter 2008 issue of Inspire (page 38), the 
spouses of Dick Walker’s children were not included.  
Tricia ’96 is married to Greg Clark. Scott ’00 is married  
to Valerie (Wubbena) ’02, and the couple has one 
daughter, Ainsley.
Send your updates by visiting www.cedarville.edu/alumni 
or by e-mailing alumni@cedarville.edu. You can also send 
them to Alumni Relations, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 
45314. For guidelines, visit www.cedarville.edu/inspire.
alumni album
Where in the World Is Cedarville?
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Best Overall
Jeff ’97 and Angela (Boyce) Saunders ’97 serve as missionaries in Kijabe, Kenya, with 
their children, Erica, Emily, and Ethan. Recently, they visited the Giraffe Center in 
Nairobi and captured this up-close-and-personal photo!
alumni album
1.  Best Family Photo 
Tom ’98 and Chrissy (Rising) Faulkner ’98 are seen here in Guatemala City, Guatemala, 
with their daughter, Hallie, who was adopted from there in March 2008.
2.  Best Cedar-Sighting 
Chad Winder ’06, Natalie (Plunket) Winder ’07, and Aaron Hollopeter ’07, who work 
with WorldHelp’s Children of the World Choir, are pictured here at Cadillac Ranch in 
Amarillo, Texas. The choir’s concerts always make for a memorable Cedarville chapel.
3.  Most Adventurous 
Tim Storer ’06, Matt Redfield ’06, and Ben Hill ’06 said, “CU later!” on the summit  
of the world’s highest free-standing mountain, Mt. Kilimanjaro, in Tanzania, Africa.  
We won’t fault them for not wearing the shirt — it looks cold!
4.  Most Famous 
Emily (Cain) Lowry ’07 snagged a photo with well-known financial guru Dave Ramsey. 
Emily works as a customer care advisor for Dave at Financial Peace Plaza in 
Brentwood, Tennessee.
5.  Farthest From Cedarville 
Kristil (Wendler) Dalrymple ’01 and her husband, Jeff, traveled more than 8,000  
miles to Africa and are seen here with African orphans in Malawi.
6.  Best Participation 
These Cedarville friends, most of whom ran cross-country and/or track, camp together 
in Michigan every other summer! standing: Josh Mark ’04 and Ellie Mark, Sarah 
(Roberts) Mark ’04 and Anna Mark, Justin Gerber ’02, Yury Chorny, Erin Nehus ’03, 
Steve Powers ’04, Eddie Nehus ’01, Jody Fox ’02, Kristen (Nichols) Loescher ’01 and 
Kate Loescher, Ken Loescher ’01 and Kendall Loescher, Jennifer Nikerle ’04 sitting: 
Steve “Chester” Wakefield ’02, Jenelle (Forward) Wakefield ’01 and Nora Wakefield, 
Jenny (Heidenreich) Gerber ’02, Ben Thompson ’99 and Court Thompson, Wendy 
(Somers) Chorny ’02 with Camryn Fox and Jamin Thompson, Sarah (Pollock) Fox ’01 
and Jordan Fox, Jill (Breckenfeld) Thompson ’99 and Leah Thompson, Kayla Loescher
7.  Most Creative 
Over the chilly holidays at his parents’ Wisconsin dairy farm, Will Jenks ’02 takes some 
time to catch “up” on reading his copy of Inspire.Where in the World Is Cedarville?
To view all of the photo submissions this year, including the honorable mentions, visit www.cedarville.edu/inspire. Also, begin planning your 





Have you ever considered what role Christian nurses could play in 
your local body of believers? Is there a way to combine faith with the  
field of nursing and honor the Lord with that ministry?
Throughout history, congregations have been concerned with helping 
members achieve health and wellness through whole bodies, minds, and 
spirits. Today’s churches have an opportunity to reclaim this role — helping 
people achieve whole-person health by connecting their spiritual, physical, 
social, emotional, and intellectual needs through the employment or use  
of a parish nurse.
Also known as congregational or faith community nurses, parish nurses 
are professional registered nurses who practice in a church on a paid or 
voluntary basis. These nurses place the spiritual dimension at the center of 
their practice, promoting health and disease prevention in their church and 
community. Along with a health ministry team, they help members of the 
congregation assume a greater responsibility for their physical well-being.
Parish nurses complement the role of a pastor by offering services like 
personal health counseling, links to community health resources, and visits 
to the homebound and chronically ill. Parish nurses also provide increased 
care to congregants, freeing the pastor to focus on other aspects of ministry.
Ministers of Health
Parish nurses take on seven main roles: health 
educator, health promoter and disease preventer, 
coordinator of volunteers, health advocate, personal 
health advisor, developer of support groups, and 
spiritual caregiver. How these roles are applied in a 
congregation depends on the members’ needs and 
resources. Some possible strategies include health fairs, 
home visitation, blood pressure screenings, sessions  
on stress management, and classes on first aid.
Many positive outcomes accompany the 
implementation of parish nursing in the church. At  
the top of the list is helping people glorify God through 
their physical bodies. By taking good care of the bodies 
He gave us, we can serve Him better (1 Corinthians 
6:19). Parish nurses, working in collaboration with  
the pastor and other interested members, assess and 
address the specific health needs of the congregation. 
This participation enhances a sense of belonging for  
its members and, according to research, has proven  
to increase health.
Second, parish nurses equip congregations for 
effective service. With the help of parish nurses and 
health ministry teams, congregations act as a testimony 
for Jesus Christ by interacting and intervening in the 
lives of people who may otherwise be invisible or even 
marginalized in the church or community. Parish  
nurses also help alleviate financial pressures among 
congregation members by teaching them how to sustain 
their own health and prevent disease. Offering health 
screenings allows for early identification of problems, 
resulting in lower costs, fewer complications, and 
greater focus on Kingdom service.
Finally, parish nurses provide accountability.  
They can show a church how to funnel its resources 
toward helping others in practical ways. By conducting 
congregational and community assessments, parish 
nurses glean information and then address the 
congregation’s health needs.
The Healing Benefits of Parish Nursing
by Dr. Judi Shrubsole, with Marsha Swinehart
  “These nurses  
 place the  
   spiritual  
    dimension 
    at the center  
     of their practice.”
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Dr. Cheryl Fawcett Teaches Around the World
Dr. Cheryl Fawcett, former youth ministries professor at Cedarville, was teaching in southern Brazil  
with alumna Erin Wawro ’94 when she heard we were hunting her down. Not too surprisingly, Cheryl is now  
a full-time missionary with the Association of Baptists for World Evangelism (ABWE). The Brazil trip was an  
ABWE church planting mission.
“I travel the world and equip national believers to do youth ministry in their country,” Cheryl said. “In the last 
year, I have been to three major cities in the Ukraine for a month and taught in four cities in Romania. I served in 
Germany in October of 2008, then in Greece, and just returned from a 12-day trip to Porto Alegre, Brazil.”
When she’s not on the road — or in the sky — Cheryl lives in El Cajon, California. She loves attending Shadow 
Mountain Community Church, where Dr. David Jeremiah ’63 serves as pastor. She volunteers 
with the high school ministry there, often going on missions and leadership trips with 
the young people in the group.
Before her work with ABWE, Cheryl taught at Christian Heritage College in 
Australia from the time she left Cedarville in 1999 until May 2005. “During that 
time,” she said, “the youth ministry program doubled in size. I also worked 
hard to improve the curriculum for youth majors, begin a women’s ministry 
program, and place more than 100 interns in local church service. Many of 
those grads are now serving the Lord in local church youth ministry, and a 
number have gone into missions reaching youth globally.”




education With a Ministry Focus
One of Cedarville’s newest programs is a parish 
nursing foundations course, modeled after the one 
offered by the International Parish Nurse Resource 
Center. This course addresses a wide variety of  
topics related to parish nursing and is geared toward 
volunteer nurses who have limited time and resources. 
Attendees study the philosophy of parish nursing, how 
to start a health ministry, health and wholeness, legal 
and ethical issues, and coordination of volunteers. 
They also evaluate their current level of health 
ministry and plan specific steps to take next.
Over the five-day course, each participant presents 
a devotional to the group and joins in class discussions 
related to grieving, ethics, teamwork, and appropriate 
action as a health counselor. The variety of topics  
and speakers, along with a group of nurses from 
various backgrounds, creates a lively exchange of 
ideas, opinions, and knowledge. The synergy of the 
speakers, participants, and conference material evokes 
challenging and thought-provoking interaction.
As a first-time attendee at the 2008 Parish Nurse 
Basic Preparation Conference, Marsha Swinehart can 
attest to the excellence of the fellowship and course 
material. “It was such an encouragement to discuss 
issues with like-minded nurses and hear of their 
challenges and opportunities,” she said. “For many, 
this was their first exposure to information related  
to parish nursing, so it brought up many questions. 
They were committed to applying the lessons learned 
during the week to their own congregations.”
In Marsha’s case, the information solidified her 
desire to work harder within her local church to 
address the health promotion and disease prevention  
needs of the congregation. When she returned home, 
she discussed these ideas with her pastor, elders,  
and congregational committee. As a result, Marsha 
streamlined their methods to focus on the specific 
needs of their congregation. Her church has a large 
number of elderly parishioners, so the pastor chose  
to address the issues of death and dying in a series  
of Sunday messages, including living wills, hospice, 
and the physical characteristics of dying.
After learning more about parish nursing,  
perhaps you can envision ways a nurse could minister 
at your church. Please consider speaking to your 
pastor or congregation about having a church member 
participate in Cedarville’s parish nursing program.  
We look forward to seeing how God uses nurses and 
congregations for effective service in His Kingdom.
The next course will be held on Cedarville’s 
campus, May 10–15, 2009. For more information,  
visit www.cedarville.edu/faithcommnursing.
Dr. Judi Shrubsole (in left of photo) serves as an associate  
professor of nursing and director of the parish nursing program  
at Cedarville. She is also a parish nurse at Grace Baptist Church 
in Cedarville, Ohio; a faculty associate of the International Parish 
Nurse Resource Center (IPNRC); and a member of the IPNRC 
national curriculum team, the Health Ministries Association, and 
the Canadian Association for Parish Nursing Ministry. You may 
contact her at shrubsj@cedarville.edu.
Marsha Swinehart (in right of photo), assistant professor of 
nursing, graduated from the Jewish Hospital School of Nursing 
and spent six months as a missionary nurse in Suriname, South 
America. After returning to the U.S., she worked as a public  
health nurse at a health department. She serves as a parish  
nurse for her church in Chillicothe, Ohio. You may contact  
her at mswinehart@cedarville.edu.
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president’s perspective
In 1841, John A. Roebling had an idea that he thought would revolutionize the Allegheny 
Portage Railroad, a system that transported canal boats over the Allegheny Mountains. He 
developed the first American-made steel rope to replace the bulky and dangerous hemp ropes 
they had been using. In spite of set-backs and sabotage (by the hemp interests!), Roebling’s  
new steel cable was enthusiastically endorsed, and his new company took off. He imagined 
other uses for the cable, and soon he was building suspended aqueducts and bridges.
Roebling’s experience demonstrates that successful start-ups begin with a great idea, 
thorough research, quality execution, and — most of all — perseverance.
Cedarville University has produced a number of new programs that have followed the  
same steps. The most recent, the school of pharmacy, is the result of three years of careful 
research and planning. Studies show that this is a growing vocation that provides not only  
a wide array of job possibilities but also incredible opportunities for global ministry.
Beginning a program usually requires an amazing amount of effort: long hours, key 
decisions, and personnel challenges. Generating enthusiasm and support is like pushing a car 
that just will not budge. I once experienced this firsthand when I stopped to help a stranded 
motorist move his car to the shoulder of the road. After asking the driver to put the car into 
neutral, I put my hands on the trunk and started pushing. Nothing. I felt like a wimp. I 
reminded myself this car weighed more than 3,000 pounds and I just needed to push harder. 
Still nothing. One more time I set my feet and pushed until I was almost parallel to the ground. 
Slowly at first, the car began to move. Then it began to roll more easily. By the time we were at 
the side of the road, I was pushing the car with one hand, and it was moving along at a good clip.
At Cedarville, we have the advantage and joy of relying on God who answers prayers  
and opens doors. As people catch the vision, the program breaks free and begins a slow roll  
that gradually picks up speed.
John Roebling continued to find new ways to use the steel cable. In 1857, he began to 
design what would be the most outstanding engineering achievement of the day: a monumental 
suspension bridge across the East River in New York. The bridge he designed would suspend 
above the river with one uninterrupted span.
Sadly, Roebling died unexpectedly in 1869 before construction began. But the planning  
and momentum were moving at such a confident pace that his son, Washington, stepped in and 
oversaw the construction of the East River Bridge. We now know it as the Brooklyn Bridge.
As Cedarville continues to grow, we realize that God is at work. He provides us with great 
ideas to research, grants us the strength to break free and start rolling, and gives us the wisdom 
to guide new programs that will equip Cedarville students for effective lives and ministry.
God is certainly no silent partner in Cedarville endeavors!
Guiding Growth
by Dr. William E. Brown
Dr. Brown’s Top Picks
■ Book
Outliers: The Story of Success  
by Malcolm Gladwell
Malcolm Gladwell, who also wrote Blink  
and The Tipping Point, explores what makes 
people successful — and it’s not what you think.
■ Website
www.refdesk.com
This site has links to anything you want or  
need to know — zip codes, weather, phone 
numbers, the population of Uganda, late-night 
jokes, and much more.
■ Podcast
www.nasa.gov/multimedia/podcasting
OK, so i’m a space geek. This site has audio 
and video podcasts that are amazing. My 
favorite selections are “NASA Moments”  
and “Ask an Astronomer.”
■ Movie
High Noon
This oldie from 1952 tells the gripping tale  
of a man who does the right thing when 
everyone else fearfully refuses to stand with 
him. it’s worth it just seeing Gary Cooper  









C E D A R V I L L E  U N I V E R S I T Y
Affordable Online College Classes for High School Students
1-800-CEDARVILLE
www.TheCedarvilleAcademy.com
Get a head start and save on your college 
expenses! At just $150 per credit hour, 
The Cedarville Academy courses are 
an amazing value and offer a biblical 
perspective, challenging academics, and 
the latest online learning technologies.
Apply now.
